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The participants considered the role and limitations of the genetic
approach in studies of the epidemiology of a variety of chronic diseases
affecting both old and young people. The five major headings embraced:
Basic genetic and epidemiologic principles, critical reviews of selected and
illustrative problems, experimental design, current genetic-epidemiologic
studies, and genetic counseling. In papers comprising current studies,
emphasis was given in a series of workshops to both methodology and to
limitations inherent in certain approaches, besides actual results.
In some aspects of genetic counseling, it was observed that for the
majority of therapeutically oriented physicians, genetic counseling holds
no more attraction or significance than a number of other noncure-
directed activities that belong in the field of preventive medicine and are
mainly designed to implement a public health program. This is reflected
in the limited attention devoted to family guidance work in the medical
school curriculum. Furthermore, "most genetic counseling centers are
still hampered by a scarcity of trained personnel."
IRA VAUGHAN HISCOCK
MICROSCOPIC DIAGNOSIS OF THE PARASITES OF MAN. By Robert B. Bur-
rows. New Haven, Yale University Press, 1965. xii, 328 pp. $15.00.
In the preface, the author rightfully emphasizes the lack of proper parasi-
tology training from which many laboratory technicians suffer. His book,
which should help overcome this handicap, deals with the laboratory
diagnosis of human parasites (it also has an appendix on dog and cat
parasites) but not with their physiology and with their pathogenic
properties. As such, it is an extremely valuable addition to any parasitology
laboratory.
Stressing the laboratory aspects, the author divides his book in two
parts: one on infections diagnosed from feces, urine, and sputum; the
other on infections diagnosed from blood and tissues. More than one
third of the text is concerned with diagnostic techniques. The author's
extensive experience enables him to judge the advantages and disad-
vantages of each method and to give helpful advice in selecting the proper
techniques. Mr. Burrows avoids the common mistake of presenting only
schematic drawings that are often oversimplified and misleading when
used as a guide in laboratory diagnosis. There are approximately 800
black and white photomicrographs and drawings of parasites (and objects
mistaken for them) as they are found in specimens. Common variations
also get proper attention. The features of each organism are fully and
comprehensibly described.
Each chapter includes references. It is a pleasure to find papers men-
tioned from American as well as from British, French, Dutch, Belgian,
and German journals, with properly spelled titles in each language. Well
spaced, easily legible print and complete author and subject indices
facilitate the daily use of the book. It should be recommended widely.
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